
Ellenville Central School District
28 Maple Avenue                                                                     Phone: (845) 647-0100
Ellenville, NY 12428                                                                    Fax:  (845) 647-0105

Ms. Lisa A. Wiles
Superintendent of Schools

January 24, 2022

Dear Ellenville Families and Staff,

On January 14, additional guidance was provided to school districts that changed our procedures for contact
tracing.  These changes are reflected below in the yellow box on page 2. The remainder of the information in
this letter was previously shared on January 11.

While the number of COVID cases are on the rise in our school community, the District remains committed to
providing in-person instruction. The health and safety of our students and staff remain our top priority and we
continue to follow all updates and mandates issued by the CDC and the State and County health departments.
The District will continue to assess available data and use this information to determine our ability to safely
provide in-person instruction. We understand that last-minute changes to our instructional calendar pose
challenges and we will do our best to keep you informed of any needed changes.

Please review the following important updates:

Communication of Positive COVID Cases:
Effective immediately, the District will modify its communication protocols for notification of positive COVID
cases.  We will no longer be posting notifications on Facebook or sending robocall messages to homes.
Notification of positive COVID cases will be posted on the District website (www.ecs.k12.ny.us) on Monday
morning for the prior week.

Spectators at Winter Sports Events:
As a result of the increase in COVID cases and to allow for greater physical distancing during athletic events,
the District will be limiting the number of spectators.  Effective immediately, participating athletes will be
permitted to invite up to four family members to attend their home events.  Participating athletes will be
provided with four badges that can be distributed to family members in advance. These badges must be shown
upon check-in to the event.  Visiting teams will be limited to two spectators per participating athlete.

Isolation & Quarantine Guidelines:
The Ulster County Health Department, in accordance with the guidance from the CDC and NYS Health
Department, has adopted the following quarantine and isolation guidelines for students and staff effective
immediately:

http://www.ecs.k12.ny.us


Positive COVID-19 Test Result **Regardless of Vaccination Status**

Isolation Guidelines:
● Stay home for 5 days (Day 1 starts the day after symptom onset or the collection date for the positive

test)
● If you have no symptoms or your symptoms are resolving after 5 days, you can return to school on

day 6.  Students and staff must wear a well-fitting mask correctly and consistently for the remaining
five days.

● If you have symptoms, continue to stay home until your symptoms are resolving.

Exposure to COVID-19/Direct Contact

School Day Activities:

If Fully Vaccinated: A person is considered fully
vaccinated 2 weeks after their second dose of a
two-dose series (Pfizer or Moderna) or 2 weeks after
a single-dose vaccine (Johnson & Johnson).

Then:
● No quarantine is required for school day

activities, including bus transportation
● Test on day 5, if possible
● If you develop COVID symptoms:

○ quarantine and get tested
OR

○ follow isolation guidelines in the table
above

If Not Vaccinated or Not Fully Vaccinated: A
person is considered fully vaccinated 2 weeks after
their second dose of a two-dose series (Pfizer or
Moderna) or 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine
(Johnson & Johnson).

Then:
● You are eligible for Test-to-Stay for school

day activities only (see below)
OR

● Quarantine for 5 days from the first date of
exposure

○ Test on day 5, if possible
○ You may return to school on day 6

● If you develop COVID symptoms:
○ quarantine and get tested

OR
○ follow isolation guidelines in the table

above

Extracurricular Activities: For staff and students who have been exposed to COVID-19/Direct Contact

● Staff and Students (12 and older) who are fully vaccinated and have received a booster may
participate in extracurricular activities.

● Please note that children ages 5 - 11 are not yet eligible for a booster and have no additional
restrictions related to extracurricular activities.

● Staff and Students (12 and older) who are eligible for a booster but not boosted, cannot participate in
extracurricular activities for five days from the date of exposure.

● Individuals participating in Test-to-Stay are not eligible to participate in extracurricular activities, as
stated below.

**Updated Contact Tracing Guidelines** -- Effective January 14, 2022

● Effective January 14, 2022, school districts are no longer required to contact trace in the event of a
positive case in schools.

● However, if the District has received information that a student or staff member was a close contact of
someone who tested positive, the District will notify the parents/guardians or staff member.

Please remember to report to the school nurse if your child tests positive and do not send your child to
school when they are not feeling well.



Test-to-Stay (TTS) Guidelines:
Test-to-Stay (TTS) is an optional strategy to allow asymptomatic students and staff who are direct
contacts/have been exposed to COVID-19 while at school to avoid school exclusion by testing negative in
accordance with a provided testing schedule.  TTS is available to individuals who are:

● Not vaccinated
● Not fully vaccinated

While TTS enables staff and students to attend school, the guidelines specifically excludes
participation in extracurricular activities including clubs, sports or arts/performance actitivies.

Test-To-Stay will enable asymptomatic unvaccinated students and staff to remain in school under the following
conditions:

● Exposure to COVID-19 must have occurred in the school setting and masks must have been
consistently and properly worn.

● The exposed student and staff member remains asymptomatic.  If symptoms develop, the individual
must immediately be excluded from school.

● The exposed student/staff member must be tested a minimum of two times during a five-day period
following the initial exposure. A testing schedule will be provided.

The options for testing are as follows:

● Testing in School: Depending on the provided testing schedule, students and staff may be tested
In school by the Village Apothecary with signed consent.

● Testing at Home or by a Physician:
○ A rapid test, provided by the school district, may be administered at home.
○ If the exposed individual tests positive, they are required to isolate and a report must be made

to the school and the Ulster County Department of Health at
https://covid19.ulstercountyny.gov/hometest/

○ If the individual tests negative, a picture of the negative test result must be sent to
test2stay@ecs.k12.ny.us before the beginning of the school day on the day(s) the test result is
due.

○ Individuals may be tested by their physician.  Results must be reported to the school at
test2stay@ecs.k12.ny.us

○ Negative test results must be received by 7:30 a.m. for the Junior/Senior High School and 8:30
a.m. for the Elementary School.

Please note that the exposed staff or student who is allowed to remain in school through TTS must be
quarantined outside of school instruction when the five-day testing period is still active.  Staff or students may
not participate in extracurricular activities including clubs, sports, or arts/performance activities.  Exposed staff
or students participating in TTS are allowed to continue to ride the school bus following all existing guidance.

We appreciate your patience and support in these challenging times as we continue to navigate through the
rapidly changing guidance.  If you have any questions regarding these updates, please contact Mr. Vince
Napoli, COVID Safety Officer, at business.official@ecs.k12.ny.us.

Sincerely,

Lisa A. Wiles
Superintendent of Schools
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